
, ihd
rochet in
Hjs^Cave.
Daring Adven-

5 of an Amer-
an Cowboy in
.fie Matabefe

War.
Mllmo, the terrible prophet of tho

jeles, Las be^fa slain. He was the
lug power behind the war which has
ly cost the lives of many whites In
elelsnd and threatens to spread Into
ral native revolt In South Africa.an

can version of the Indian mutiny.
Texas cowboy named Bjjrnham Wiled
Ilimo, and by doing so has made hlm-
the hero of the day In South Africa,
.as perhaps been the means of saving
janda of lives and vast quantities of
rty.
Mlimo lived in a wonderful cave In
atoppo hills, the great stronghold of
'.>t«he!es, where the coronation of
w king, described In the Sunday
recently, took place. It was filled

unman heads and other objects par-
ng variously of the horrible and the
eulous in their nature.
e entrance to this cave, which has
described by a traveller, Is through a

T black hole In the side of the hill.
Iead3 to a series of Intricate chambers
> rock. In which It would be easy for
' familiar with the place to lose hlm-
d perish.
i engaged In the most solemn of his
nies, the Mllmo' occupied the gloomy,
ost chamber. There, in front of a

ug fire, he squatted. Above his head
arch of human skulls, relics of

10 had fallen victims to his judg-
v his hands he held a skull of un-

and shape. His body was tat-
rver with mystic signs, and ho
¦"Idress of vultures' feathers.

3 crawled venomous snakes,
and other hideous creeping

stood a rudely made open
is covered with human jaw-
no doubt, taken from the
nentioned. In place of a

;ia had a hideous ^vooden
difted arms of which were

* is.
range altar he used to per-
solemn ceremonies and enter

lcation with the spirit world,
be'.e chiefs feel anxious about

cess in an impending war with
abors, the Mashonas, they would
he cave of the Mllmo with offer-
¦>rn, rum and fresh meat. The
ited a fire, r.nd if the smoke
r from the ace of the god un-

breila It v. s an omen of vlc-
,T«»tabelpv To this ths MHmo

ge military advice,
iportant families accused

/ere brought here for trial,
oo irt of last resort. They were

irlnk the quag-quag cup, which,
ed them, proved that they were

if It did not, proved that they
<*nt. It Is supposed that the
;ie accused often used to see

(forehand.
mnishment consisted In cov-

cused 'person with sheep's
;ing it on fire. lie prisoner
wed to run out of the cave

which, if he reached it In
,xit save him. The accusers were

to prevent him from doing this,
friends to help him to do so.

"nusfment was provided and the
Justice served.
the Mllmo was as£ed to produce
went to the mouth of his cave and

aed his ceremonies before the as-

?)led people, who prostrated themselves
.re him on the rocks and brought hiiA
-tngs.
t in brief, were the ways and the
ng of the dreaded Mlimo. The Brlt-
tliorltles decided that It was of vital
rance to put an end to his Influence.

> be caught or killed. The Amer-
)v Burnham. and an Englishman
mstrong undertook the task and

jr did the decisive deed.
iany narrow escapes they reached
>o's cave and found him sunning
>n front of it. Burnham has told
¦n happened. His story Is a model
e and forcible narration.
rong went straight at him and
ou are the Mlimo man?' He
aggered for a moment, but said:
n?' So Armstrong told him we

e men, and we found we were

ilnst the Matabeles. We want-
jf his witchcraft to make their
rn to water when they struck us,
a had turned white men's bullets
r. We said we had come to pai¬
nts to him and give the presents
Kaffirs gave, but we wanted a

in the proper way, with all the
/?
a little hesitation, he led the way
followed toward the cave. We

led to be mightily in awe of him,
was noting all the signs to see

r he was the right man. I had lit-
ibt after I first accosted him, and
hen we began to ascend the rocks.
50t near the cave all kinds of cere-

began. At every corner he would
id sway his hands around, singing
kind of church chant. He had a

ce for a nigger, and he kept bowing
onlng while we came slowly along
V~ E& IIrocks at the month of the cave

shed with the wear of ages of
hands passing over them. At
topped. He had begun his cere-

ist within the cave, and went
11 manner of attitudes and noises.
3 no mistake about him now. I
ve liked to carry through the
but glancing out into the valley
saw the niggers on the move,

'.apped. There W;>s i;o good
trrest him with that crowd

(1 we could do was to look out

.ives, and yet we could not leu\e

the jvmijwo jviaN and His cave.

1
the director of the rebellion to order fur.
ther murders of whites, with women and
children.

. ,"I just drew a bead on him and sh
there Then we turned and got away. As
we went down we set fire to all the huts
at the foot of the hill. In a moment cries
resounded all over the place. Tbe nlgf~r
were rushing out from back of the hi .

Two outfits of them came streaking down
two different trails to cut us off. and they
nearly did It. We just reached the horses
and slipped away, struggling ov"bo^.and jumping off rocks as high as the- horses
themselves."
The Matabeles have been much dlscour

aged by the loss of a prophet whom they
believed to have had enormous power, and
to have been of great sacredness. The
fact that he could be killed by a single
white man was In itself a great *ho<*.
The Matabeles are still fighting, but they

have shown less spirit since their prophet s

death. The other native races are there¬
fore so much the less likely to follow their
example. A sudden and spirited revolt of
the Kaffirs in the older as well as the
newer settlements would mean widespread
death and destruction. Not only would tue
gold fields and diamond mines be overrun,
but the towns of Cape Colony, the Trans¬
vaal, and Natal would be In danger. The
present British expedition, under General
Carrlngton, has all the work It can do In
handling the Matabeles and Mashonas, and
the remaining British and Colonial forces
would, no doubt, be Insufficient at the first
outbreak.
The Mlimo. who was regarder as a aem -

god. bad not only filled the Matabeles with
a religious fury which sent them to bat¬
tle with an utter recklessness of death, but
he had advised them with considerable in¬
telligence.
He It was who Induced them to rls« In

arms at the moment when the military
police was entirely disorganized by the act
of Dr. Jameson, who took the officers wit
him on his Infamous ride to Johannesberg.
The troopers of one body were native.,
well armed and drilled, and the Mllmo saw
the opportunity of getting them away
when thero was an Insufficient force of
officers to hold them together, and the ad¬
vantage of doing so. He was largely suc¬
cessful.
He also counselled the cruel and madden-

Ing policy of attacking small and Isolated
settlements and killing women and chil¬
dren. In this way the whites were forced
to send out small parties In all directions,
which were liable to be trapped and an¬
nihilated. At the same time their main
bodv, which might have inflicted a crush¬
ing'defeat on the Matabeles, was greatly
weakened. This tribe consists of naturally
brave men, who like nothing better than
a pitched battle with plenty of hand-to-
hand fighting, and they wonld only have
resorted to the methods described und«
the strongest religious influence. ^

liglon Is, of course, nothing but a system o

gross and fantastic fetich worship.
The Mllmo's Intelligence was In fact

more to be feared than bis miracles and
the trophies of his cave.

When the Jameson raid took place the
Mlimo was able to demonstrate to bis
superstitious followers that he had caused
the white leaders to be spirited aw y.
Their defeat, losses at Krugersdorp and
imprisonment were all attributed to i s

supernatural powers. So, too, the downfal.
of Cecil Rhodes, whose name was a tower
of strength in South Africa, was believed
to be the work of the Mlimo.
Mr Burnham, of Texas, therefore did a

great act when he put out of harm's way
this mysterious despot, who united the
powers of a conjurer and a hypnotist, the
talents of a statesman and a general and
a fervent hatred of the white race. The
Matabele point of view, of course. ls dif¬
ferent, and it must be admitjed that the
manner of the Mllmo's tllkin& '

not have been approved in civilized war¬
fare*
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CARRYING POWER OF BIKES

They Can Transport More, Considering
Their Weight, Than Any Vehicle

in Existence.

Is It the destiny of the bicycle to revolu¬
tionize the carrying agents of the world?
This question Is being asked more fre¬

quently each day by those Interested In the
land movenent of freight and perishable
cargoes, and the answer would seem to be
In favor of the bicycle.

It has already been practically demon¬
strated that In proportion to Its weight
and strength the bicycle can carry more

weight than any other vehicle Invented by
man.

Few persons realize the carrying power
of the fragile, cobweb-like construction
which Is to-day so common upon the
streets, and statistics Indicate most con¬

clusively that a new era In carrying and
locomotive power has already dawned.
The wheel, because of Its great carrying

power, seems to have partly overcome

gravitation, In that the weight seems less¬
ened, with no apparent reason for Its de¬
crease. That a bicycle may have a fail-
trial In the weight placed on It, the tires
should be Inflated to their full capacity of
about fifty pounds to the square inch, this
being the maximum quantity of air that
they will safely contain.
This will cause more weight to be ab¬

sorbed than would be the case were they
Inflated to a lower pressure. The prac¬
ticability of the pneumatic tire has been
demonstrated by its use on cabs, carriages
and other conveyances, and wherever a tire
of this description can be used the ball
bearings can also be used to advantage.
An evidence of this Is In Its application to

what Is commonly known as the "bike
sulky," a racing machine which is hitched
behind a trotter and on which sits the driv-
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FEEMG THE
BK PYTHONS.

Scene.' at tfie Sem'r
Am if f\eaf of the

t Reptifes
Paris.

The Ja:jn ,jes piantes, In Paris, pos¬
sesses tb biggest snake In captivity, and
its colle«on 0f t)0as alld pythons Is the
finest irthe WOrld. The great reptiles
are onlyed twice a year, and as a special
favor tl journal correspondent was al¬
lowed t^jtnesg their ghastly meal.
There re altogether twenty large boas

and pyons in the reptile house, but in
one lar; cage the three biggest pythons
are conied Tlle largest one is twenty-
six fee jong and as thick as a man's

Is not at all pleasant, and they ai

quick as lightning to strike. While the.
heads were near the door the keeper kept
It shut, but they soon began wandering
around the cage, searching for another
rabbit. Watching Its opportunity, the
keeper slid the door open and let another
rabbit loose In the cage.
Quick as he was he was not quick enough

and one of the pythons seized the rabbit
and threw Its colls around the unfortunate
bunny before the man could remove his
hand. The hand and part of the arm

were firmly held In the python's deadly
coils, although the teeth of the snake were
fixed In the rabbit. The keeper was equal
to the occasion, although It caused a thrill
to run through the onlookers. He gave
the big reptile a smart blow with his left
fist and rapidly twisting his right arm
around withdrew it before the snake had
time to tighten up again.
The keeper explained that If a snake Is

coiled around an arm or leg It can be gen¬
erally removed In this way if the grip Is
not too tight. The snake shrinks back for
an instant after the blow and the coils
loosen. Immediately afterward, however,
they tighten up harder than before, so

that the limb has to be withdrawn with
the utmost rapidity.
Even for the short time the arm had

been In the terrible grip of the serpent the

\ .

er. When it was first used cverybo'd.
dered how a horse could make .a recor
eral seconds better than any previoi
without any intermediate break in tl
ord. Then, weeks after, some tl
man-suddenly got an idea. "Why, he e
with pneumatic tires and ball bea .

Then the mystery was plain.
Already the cycle idea has been 0

many uses for the transportation o iy
things, and it is a common thing e
wagons being pedalled up and do q,,
streets. The crowning success, how t,f
the bicycle has not yet been atta; ,j.
though it is of inestimable value i -t
opinions are worth anything. As c e(j
with the ordinary wagon and w he
ordinary railroad car, the bicycle t t0
present just now a most lnteres ,g.
gestion to the constructors of ve of
whatsoever character.

I
thigh. Pythons have been seen and even

captured up to thirty and forty feet in
length, but this big fellow in the Jardin
des Plantes Is actually the largest now
living in captivity.
4s soon as the keeper began to unfasten

the door of their cage in order to feed
them the <hree big reptiles aroused them¬
selves from their death-like sleep. They
rapidly uncoiled and darted their he.ads
from side to side, reaching for their prey.
The keeper cautiously opened the door and
slipped in a large rabbit. Like a flash the
big phython, who was near the door,
seized It and threw his colls around it,
crushing the bones of its victim at once.
The other two were excited by the smell
of the flesh of the rabbit, and the keeper
waited a little while before introducing
another rabbit.
A python's bite, although not venomous.

sffocts were plainly shown. Tho blood had
been forced down Into the finger tips and
the veins on the hand were swollen. If
the reptile had seized the arm In Its
teeth there would have been more trouble.
The teeth of a big python are nearly an

Inch long and as sharp as needles. They
are about as thick as good-sized darning
needle a^u slaat^u jat ard so as to

firmly hold their prey.
By the time the third rabbit was Intro¬

duced the first snake had uncoiled and was

searching for the head of the rabbit.
Snakes always swallow their prey head
first, and, singularly enough, always seem

to be unable to find the head for some

time. Once the snake has seized Its pal¬
pitating prey by the head the swallowing
proceeds rapidly The b$g python can

and often does eat half a dozen rabbits at
a meal. Sometimes a small goat is given
to it and is disposed of almost as quickly
as a rabbit.

SLEEPING OUT.
A Well-to-Do Man Who Has Slept in Paris

Streets for Ten Years.

An Interesting character was unearthed
by the Parisian police the other day.
His name Is Raphael Benolt, and he en¬

joys an Independent income of 6,000 francs
a year, but finds sleeping out in the streets'
of Paris the most agreeable way of living
there.
He stated that he had not slept under a

roof for ten years, and that he kept his
stpare clothing in a handbag in a cloak room
at one ot the railway stations. He spent
his days either walking about the city or

reading at the national library, while his
evenings were usually spent at the theatre.
As for sleeping, he found a bench in a park
or under a bridge quite good enough. The
police did not know what to make of him,
and as there was nothing against his char¬
acter he was released.

VARIOUS WAYS OF
"» 4

-TROYING THE ARMY WORM NEAR

'my
W s to the

uare Foot.
6 of Inoenious

lAetfi Devised to
Des. the Abom¬

inate Pests.
The devastatloi 0j ^he army worm

reaches from San 'ranclsco to Maine. Th«
worst of the pes geems to be ever out
West now, as the worm jg doing the most
damage in the Ear
The farmers In iassachusetts are having

to flght the pesi 4 night and day to isava
what they can of * ielr crop9. At Hingham,
which is only a -ew mnea from Boston,
the depredations c . the army worm, on tho
stock farm owned Henry G. Jordan in
the town, have b ?en very extensive, and
grain valued at n

aDy hundreds of dollars
has been destroy? a
Mr. Jordan's fai.m ts 0n Free Btreet, di¬

rectly opposite tbat 0wned by ex-Senator
Aaron Low. The crops on Mr. Low's acres
have not been, so faFj Beri0usly Injured, th«
march of the pesv having been Btopped In
the nick of time and millions of the worms
either burned to death or trampled under
foot.
Secretary Sesslon8 of the state Board of

Agriculture lnspr jd the infected dlstrl<it
In Hlngham rect £jy an(j pronounced tho
pest one of the w rgt that has ever visited
the East.

Though the lan^s Jordan and his
neighbor runs Wflr River, a 6mall stream
which has Its out)et jn tho harbor, several
miles below. Nea.jy opposite Mr. Jordan's
farm, on the banl8 of the river, is a min¬iature forest, an i^eal breeding place forthe army worm.
Farmers general y were astounded whenthe worms first niide their appearance, andIt was not until they had done considerabledamage that Mr. J\r(jan succeeded In check¬ing them-
One of the niebods flnaiiy devised todestroy the pes wag to dig a trencharound the twentyone.acre grain field, justIn advance of th, jlne march. Theworms once in th, trench showed a ten¬dency to travel or a leyel aiong the bot¬tom, although It vag p0SSible for them tocrawl up the side and ont nirnln tn thA

level field.
To prevent this nd to hold them ln thotrench until some aetiiod 0f exterminationcould be successfijjy appjje(jt holes weredug ln the tronchaj)0U^. twenty feet apartand three feet dee,
1 hen began the narcjj aiong the bottomof the trench ln eVnest, and soon the pestholes were t*>

, /. Wwq wr).»Mu*.
mass oj. ll£c. >ar .a ^uisons were tried,
with little effect, iowever, and then Mr.
Low- hit upon an JXpedlent which proved
very successful-
Fertilizer bags \ere tied on long poles,

saturated with kei.ogenei ignited and then
drawn tbrougU the trench. Then they were
placed along the trench s0 as to have the
burning bags meet at short Intervals. Sure
death to the nrrny WOrm was the Inevitable
result, althovgh t)le iieat drove many of
them to burrcw In *he earth on either ride
of the trench, thu^ escaping. The follow¬
ing day the burning bagS were again drawn
through, and i-hose that were not killed the
first day were burrie(j the second.
The number of ifVorms to the square foot

of land was ostir natod at 1,000, and 09
15 acres of 01 ts 5 acres of corn were
literally black witJj them, any one can esti¬
mate the totai- Here are the figures, how*
ever: 43,560,000 t<} an acre; on 21 acres,
914,700,000.

It Is estimated tttat the oats on Mr. Jor¬
dan's field wr 'i'd i.iave yielded, but for the
army worm, turee tons to the acre of sweet
fodder; as It. Is, -scarcely one ton of poor
stubble to thf: acr« will be harvested. Mr.
Jordan thlnku the onslaught of the army
worm has cos'c him $2,100.
Ex-Senator Lowg farm, with a crop

valued at many the usand dollars. Is divided
from Mr. Jordan's "arm by Free street, and
there the worms were successfully stopped.
Men, women and children, however, wera
obliged to put on ieavy boots and pace up
and down the hlg-hway, crushing the life
out of the worms i<8 they advanced In solid
masses.


